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60.  High  Ctreet, 
NEYhaND.  Pembs. 


Xo  the  Chairman  & Members  of  the 

Neyland  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  Accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Minister  of 
Health,  the  usual  Annual  Report  is  to  be  replaced  with  a brief  Interim 
Report  for  the  year  1940. 

HEal/TH  DURING  THE  YEaR.  In  common  with  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales, 
we  suffered  from  the  influenza  epidemic  in  the  early  months  of  the  year, 
but  though  a large  number  of  cases  occurred,  few  were  fatal. 

During  the  Summer  there  were  an  abnormally  large  number  of 
children  who  suffered  from  Scarlet  fever,  the  cause  of  which  baffled 
detection,  but  probably  the  very  dry  season  favoured  tiie  spread  of  the 
disease , 


Unfortunately,  the  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious 
cases  is  very  inadequate.  I have  referred  to  this  matter  so  often 
that  repetition  seems  useless.  The  position  is  that  if  there  is  an 
outbr^-aA  oi  one  disease  tilers  is  no  hospital  accommodation  available 
ior  any  other.  U.ses  of  Diphtheria  ana  Scarlet  have  to  be  nursed  at 
home  on  some  occasions,  which  is  a very  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs, 
especially  as  tne  County  now  has  to  provide  for  a large  number  of  people 
normaj.xy  resident  elsewhere,  most  of  whom  can  not  remain  in  their  new 
homes  if  they  contract  infectious  disease. 

Ii  any  degree  of  efficiency  is  to  to  aimed  c*t  tne  County 
Council  must  provide-  additional  isolation  accommodation  ^t  once. 

PI  PHTiiEhl  a IiiuUN  I SAT  I OH  ♦ I urged  you  to  consider  this  matter  as  rar 
back  as  1927>  thus  you  v/ere  the  first  Council  in  the  County  to  have  the 
matter  brought  before  you  and  as  you  still  refuse  to  have  the  children 
immunised  you  will  probably  bo  the  last  in  the  County  to  het  in  this 
matter.  Your  responsibility  is  tremendous  in  refusing  to  spend  a few 
pounds  to  safeguard  the  lives  of  the  children  for  ’whose  safety  you  are 
responsible,  aid,  as  I nave  pointed  out  on  many  occasions,  immunisation 
gives  about  95#  of  cases  immunity  for  some  years. 

WiiTER . The  water  supply  has  functioned  fairly  satisfactorily,  though 
the  Reservoir  is,  as  previously  mentioned,  much  too  small,  and  3hould 
be  enlarged  AT  ONCE. 

In  case  of  a number  of  fires  having  to  be  dealt  with  at  the 
same  time  the  water  available  would  be  inadequate. 

I would  urge  that  the  storage  capacity  should  be  increased 
by  (1)  the  enlargement  of  the  Reservoir:  (2)  bringing  the  old  Pumps  into 
Commission,  (thougn  these  would  have  to  be  kept  lockea  to  prevent  the  use 
of  the  ’water  for  domestic  ourposes)  for  the  purpose  of  fire-fighting 
with  Ctir.Tup  Pumps  etc:  (J>)  the  householders  who  still  have  rainwater 
tanAs  should  nave  those  cleaned  out  aid  kept  full  of  water  by  the  Council. 

HEWaGE.  ine  iacA  of  a proper  sewage  system  is  an  additional  danger  in 
case  oj*  a Gas  attack  ana  I presume  is  not  likely  to  be  alterea  for  the 
Duration  of  the  War. 
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FIRST -aID  POST  etc.  Neyland  is  stiii  neglected  in  the  natter  oi  a 
First  aid  Post  and  Decontamination  Centre.  Tne  Cuiei  Warden  deserves 
tne  gratituue  oi  the  Townspeople  Tor  his  ceaseless  efforts  to  obtain 
equipment  but  though  he  has  collected  quite  a lot,  the  First  *-J.d 
arrangements  would  be  entirely  useless  i £ extensive  damage  were  done. 

assuming  .blister  Gas  were  to  be  used,  many  Cc-ses  would  be 
Tatal  because  oT  the  delay  in  reaching  the  Decontamination  Centre. 

To  be  efi active,  all  acted  cases  should  receive  attention  within  FI Vi: 
minutes  oT  contamination  cud  with  tne  nearest  Decontamination  Centre 
almost  FlVli  mlnhb  aWaY  the  position  is  appalling. 

In  my  opinion  no  el'Tort  should  be  spared  to  obtain  a small 
First  ^id  Post  and  Decontamination  Centre  Tor  Neyland. 

CONCLUSIONS.  from  tne  Public  health  standpoint,  the  first  year  of 
War  has  passed  successfully,  both  for  us  and  for  the  Country  as  a 
whole.  No  serious  epidemics  have  occurred.  Nevertheless,  this 
fact  should  not  prevent  us  from  providing  every  facility  with  a view 
to  minimising  outbreaks  in  future. 


Our  most  urgent  needs  are  : 


1.  A First  Aid  Post  and  Decontamination  Centre. 

2.  Additional  Storage  Capacity  for  Water. 

j>.  Immunization  of  all  children  not  previously  immunized 
against  Diphtheria. 

4.  A Sewage  system  (though  I doubt  if  this  can  be 
obtained  in  War  time) . 


X am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  A.  K.  Douglas. 


Medic-j.  Officer  of  health. 


